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Kika de 18 Garza
91-174
WASHINGTON, D. C. -- A new program of financial aid for college stu-
dents who major in law enforcement has been put into operation by the Department of Justice.
This program, authorized by the omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, has
the purpose of attracting qualified youngsters to an occupational field where they are
badly needed to help combat the rising tide of crime.
The Department has extended funds to 485 colleges and unviersities, in-
Cluding 24 in Texas, that will carry out the program. One of the Texas institutions is in
the 15th COngressional District: Texas A & I University at Kingsville.
Two forms of financial aid are available to college students qualifying
for inclusion in the program.
Loans of up to $ 1,800 per college year may be made. They can be repaid
over a 10-year period with an interest rate of only three per cent, repayment starting
after graduation. But for each year that the graduate is occupied as a policeman or in
other law enforcement work, 25 per cent of the loan is forgiven -- so four years of such
work would wipe out the loan obligation.
Outright grants of $600 per school year may be made to police and other
law enforcement employees on academic life. They have to agree to serve two years in law
enforcement after completing their study; ,otherwise the grant must be repaid.
In considering applications, the college to which the student applies
must give priority on the basis of need for law enforcement officials, financial need of
the student, academic background, and its own standards. A student already receiving
other financial aid, such as GI benefits, is not barred from getting a loan or grant, al-
though other aid will be taken into account.
A student who wants to participate in this program should make his appll- .
cation to one of the colleges and universities administering the funds. A list of the
colleges in the program can be obtained from the Office of Academic Assistance, U S.
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., 20530 or by writing me, of course. A student
should specify the geographical area in which he wants to attend college. Women as well
as men are eligible.
* * * *
APRIL DAYS Of course there' s April Fool Day, which I suppose is open
to everybody. Other observances during the first full month of apring include: on April
2, the birthday of Hans Christian Andersen (1805-1875), the Danish story teller and author
of the imnortal "Andersen' s Fairy Tales" a great national figure among Danes. The
next day, April 3, is Purim, a Jewish holiday commemorating the deliverance of the Jewish
